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betraying his cause, had joined an Austrian corps, and
marched, under command of General Wrede, with the inten-
tion not only of opposing the passage of the French army,
but of taking it and the Emperor prisoners. Wrede marched
for two days parallel with our army, and was already at
Wiirzburg with 60,000 men. He detached 10,000 towards
Frankfort, and with the remainder proceeded towards the
small fortress of Hanau, with a view of blocking the road to
the French. He had been with us 011 the Russian campaign,
and thought to find the French army still in the wretched
state to which cold and hunger had reduced it when it
reached the Beresina ; but we soon showed him that, in spite
of our misfortunes, we still had some troops in good condition,
and quite enough to beat the Austrians and Bavarians.

Not knowing that beyond Erfurt the allied troops whom
we had fought at Leipzig had been following us only at a
considerable distance, Wrede had become very enterprising,
and thought to catch us between two fires. This he could
not do; still, as several of the enemy's corps were seeking to<
outflank our right by way of the Franconian Mountains,
while the Bavarians met us in front, our situation might
become critical. Then Napoleon, rising to the height of the
danger, marched briskly on Hanau, the approaches to which
are covered by thick forests, and especially by the famous
defile of Greluhausen, through which the Kinzig flows. This
stream, the banks of which are very steep, runs between two
mountains where there is only a narrow passage for the
river, beside which a very fine road has been hewn out of the
rock, going from Fulda to Frankfort-On-Main, by way of
Hanau. Sebastiani's cavalry, which had acted as advance-
guard from Weissenfels to Fulda, ought at that point where
the road enters the mountains to have been replaced by
infantry. I have never known for what reason that grand
principle of war was not followed on this occasion j but, to our
surprise, Exelmans' light cavalry division continued to march
in front of the army. My regiment and the 24th were at
the head, and I commanded the brigade. We learned from
the peasants that the Austro-Bavarian army was already at magnanimity so far as to allow these soldiers tormishing line, his whiteabolically into the air,,
